have  merely  pointed out that Islam, if rightly
understood, is an excellent religion*

The boys, I think, have stated their dilemma
too sharply; the contrast is not entirely between
Islam and Christianity. India is for all practical
purposes a " Hindu " country, and the power of
the old Indian Kingdoms has faded before Christ-
ian invaders. In that section of the world in
which Christianity is the prevailing and accept-
ed form of religious belief, the temporal might of
those nations professing one great form of the
Christian creed, the Roman Catholic, has un-
doubtedly waned in comparison with that of the
nations professing what is generally called the
Protestant faith. There are many varieties of
non-Roman Catholic Christianity, but Protes-
tantism is a label sufficiently comprehensive and
sufficiently well understood for our purposes. I
speak without sectarian bitterness ; I am not, I
fear, a convinced adherent of any particular form
of religious faith. I have met many good men,
and have many friends, among Muhammadans,
Hindus, and Roman Catholics. But I think that
the objective truth of what I say, particularly in
the Christian sphere, is indubitable. Compare
for instance the decay of Spain with the grandeur
of England, the feebleness of Austria with the
strength and order (turned to ill uses though they
may be) of Germany.(a) The question at once

(a) Writtonin 1917.